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What is the impact of NPL listing?

New / Changed Remains the same

* EPA oversight of investigation e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
and cleanup (USACE) is the lead federal

* Process will be governed by a agency
Federal Facility Agreement e USACE and Bonneville Power

Administration pay investigation
and cleanup costs



Current EPA Focus Areas

* Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) Negotiations
- Define roles and responsibilities @
— Establish dispute resolution process
- Include site management plan and enforceable schedule
— Confirm EPA’s role as the decision maker if the agencies cannot agree
— EPA and USACE committed to have the FFA signed within a year
- FFA will be signed by U.S. Army, EPA, Oregon, Washington

* Reviewing existing information and site data
— Understand the work to date
— Identify data gaps
— Inform the site management plan and schedule



What are the
risks to people?

* Biggest risk is to people who
eat shellfish, crayfish, and
resident fish from the site

* Oregon Health Authority fish
advisory in place for one mile
upstream of the dam

 Low level of risk from direct
contact with contaminated
soil
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https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/RECREATION/FISHCONSUMPTION/Pages/Bonneville.aspx#:%7E:text=Due%20to%20high%20levels%20of,migrate%20out%20to%20the%20ocean.

Community Involvement at Bradford Island £»
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U.S. Army Corps
Lead agency for
community
involvement work

EPA
Provides oversight
and support

Community Advisory Group

Upcoming Formal Public Community Involvement .
Comment Opportunities Plan (Required by law) (CA.G) SACALLELE b
Advisory Board (RAB)
e Federal Facilities e Based on community e May be formed if there is
Agreement (before it interviews with interested community interest
becomes final) and affected community e Can enhance public
e Proposed Plan for cleanup members participation in the
(to gather community e Addresses how community cleanup process
input) members can be informed e Provides a space for
and involved in the regular updates on the

cleanup process cleanup process
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Bradford Island:
EPA Region 10’s Newest Superfund Site

Added to the National Priorities List (NPL) in April 2022

Yakama Nation and other Tribes, Oregon and Washington requested listing

More than 1,700 public comments supporting listing





Dear U.S. EPA,



I strongly urge the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to list the Bradford Island cleanup site on the National Priorities List. The states of Oregon and Washington, the Yakama Nation, and other public health, environmental justice, and conservation organizations have called on EPA to place Bradford





Columbia Riverkeeper helped spread the word about the potential listing and generate public interest and awareness – a big thanks to Lauren and her team!



Public comments truly made a difference. The large number of comments EPA received and the overwhelming support for listing were critical to our decision to list the site. So – THANK YOU to everyone on this call who took the time to get informed and share your opinion.
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What is the impact of NPL listing?

New / Changed

EPA oversight of investigation and cleanup

Process will be governed by a  Federal Facility Agreement



Remains the same

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is the lead federal agency

USACE and Bonneville Power Administration pay investigation and cleanup costs









EPA oversight will ensure that the cleanup is consistent with the Superfund law, EPA guidance, and the relevant provisions of Oregon and Washington law



The Superfund listing decision did not open up a new source of money for the project. The USACE and BPA will still fund the work – this is consistent with an important principle in 
Superfund – that the polluter should pay.  
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Current EPA Focus Areas

Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) Negotiations

Define roles and responsibilities

Establish dispute resolution process

Include site management plan and enforceable schedule

Confirm EPA’s role as the decision maker if the agencies cannot agree

EPA and USACE committed to have the FFA signed within a year

FFA will be signed by U.S. Army, EPA, Oregon, Washington



Reviewing existing information and site data

Understand the work to date

Identify data gaps

Inform the site management plan and schedule









Situation is unusual because this is not brand new contamination and USACE has done lots of work already - we are working to design a process that that prior knowledge into account. 
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What are the risks to people?

Biggest risk is to people who eat shellfish, crayfish, and resident fish from the site

Oregon Health Authority fish advisory in place for one mile upstream of the dam

Low level of risk from direct contact with contaminated soil







Source:  Oregon Health Authority (OHA)







There are still some very big questions about the nature & extent of contamination in the river and why we are seeing such high levels of PCBs in fish. Figuring this out is EPA’s highest priority for the ongoing site investigation work. 
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Superfund – It’s a Process













REMEDIAL 

INVESTIGATION

FEASIBILITY 

STUDY

RECORD OF DECISION

REMEDIAL DESIGN

REMEDIAL ACTION

LONG-TERM MONITORING

We are here





SITE LISTING

There is a problem

What and where are the risks

How can it be cleaned up

Final Cleanup Plan 







PROPOSED PLAN

Formal Public Comment Period

Optional: Removal Action(s) to quickly implement cleanup actions before there is a final cleanup plan – may used to address source areas, for example







It is not going to be fast and there are a lot of things that slow us down. 



Briefly discuss each step



Good News: we are not starting from scratch – USACE has done a lot of investigation work already.  Designing a process that takes that prior work into account is complicated, but it will help us get to cleanup faster



Addressing in-river contamination will take longer because we don’t have a good understanding of the nature and extent of contamination in the river.



Community Involvement at Bradford Island

EPA

Provides oversight and support

U.S. Army Corps

Lead agency for community involvement work







EPA has found that we make better decisions – decisions that last over time -- when we clearly understand the community’s concerns and desires for the site. 



The USACE recently wrapped up interviews with community members and will use the results to inform the Community Involvement Plan for the project.



CAGs and RABs can be formed if there is interest from community members (they are not required to be formed at a Site). CAGS/RABs can enhance public participation in the cleanup process by providing a public forum where representatives of diverse community interests can discuss their concerns and learn from each other. CAGs also can help community members “speak with one voice” on contentious issues, which can assist EPA’s efforts to listen to and respond to community concerns.

Can potentially provide an opportunity to provide input on project management decisions and technical reports



The CIP is a required document under CERCLA (the “Superfund law”) and is based on community interviews and other relevant information. The CIP specified the community involvement activities that the Agency expects to undertake during the response and how they can best keep community members informed and involved in the cleanup process.



We look forward to meeting and working with interested community members and organizations in the coming years.
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Upcoming Formal Public Comment Opportunities





Federal Facilities Agreement (before it becomes final)





Proposed Plan for cleanup (to gather community input)





Community Involvement Plan (Required by law)





Addresses how community members can be informed and involved in the cleanup process





Community Advisory Group (CAG) or Restoration Advisory Board (RAB)





Can enhance public participation in the cleanup process





Provides a space for regular updates on the cleanup process





Based on community interviews with interested and affected community members





May be formed if there is community interest





Bradford Island EPA Team









Rich Francis

EPA Remedial Project Manager

Laura Knudsen

EPA Community Involvement Coordinator

Helen Bottcher

EPA Remedial Project Manager

E-mail:  bottcher.helen@epa.gov 

Phone:  206-553-6069

E-mail:  knudsen.laura@epa.gov  

Phone:  206-553-1838

E-mail:  francis.richard@epa.gov 

Phone:  503-326-3363







Feel free to reach out to any of us if you think of something later or we don’t have time to get to your question today. 
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